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Jennifer Steele

In writing my article on Jennifer, | made contact and asked her to put together
some notes about her experiences. | am going to quote her completely. All young

auditioners should take note. Jennifer writes:

It's hard to believe that it's been about 30 years since |
lived in Marin County and won a scholarship through
Marin Music Chest. Many wonderful things have
happened in my life since then, but the foundation for
all of my musical success began in Marin.

| am grateful to have had the support and guidance of my
musical parents who led me to the best flute teacher,
Jeanie Chandler, Principal Flute of the Marin Symphony
at the time. Over the many years of study with her, she
joyfully encouraged me and prepared me every lesson
for all the opportunities ahead of me, particularly youth
orchestra auditions, scholarship auditions, recitals and
performances of all kinds.

While attending San Rafael High School, | was a member
of the choir, band, and even the jazz band for a short
time (when | played saxophone). By my junior year,

| became more disciplined in my flute practice and was
excited to consider a career in music.



MARIN MUSIC CHEST GAINS TWO NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Spencer Michels, correspondent and
producer in San Francisco for the PBS
Newshour and earlier on KQED. He has
three grown children and lives in San
Anselmo with his wife, Roberta. Most
people are unaware that he is a very
active musician and clarinetist.

Martha Wall, founder and first director

of the Marin Girls Chorus. Martha has a

list of accomplishments in the area of
singing, children’s chorus and adult

singing. She sings with The Marin Concert
Chorale and serves as its associate director.

The Marin Music Chest welcomes you both!
If you are interested in joining our Board, please contact Joe Angiulo at 1-415-383-8137

At the end of my senior year, | auditioned for the San Francisco Conservatory of Music and was
accepted. | decided to live at home and attend the conservatory as a preparatory year to get ready
for auditioning for the big music schools back east. | was also uncertain if the conservatory life was
right for me. Turns out, | loved it! | spent the year studying with Lloyd Gowen, former piccolo player
in the SF Symphony and he was the perfect mentor for me at the time. In the spring of 1985, |
auditioned for a few music schools back east, including Juilliard, my top choice. | was not accepted
outright. In fact, | was put on the “wait list.” However, about one month later, | received a phone call
from Julius Baker (flute teacher at Juilliard and former Principal Flute of NY Philharmonic). He
accepted me into his flute studio at Juilliard. Needless to say, | was thrilled. | spent the next 3 years
at Juilliard studying with him and with Jeanne Baxtresser (Principal Flute of the NY Philharmonic.

Jeanne Chandler helped prepare me for graduation and auditioning for orchestras. Just after
graduation, | won a couple of small, part-time orchestra jobs just outside of Cleveland, Ohio. So, |
moved to Cleveland and began my orchestral career and also began my private teaching. It was

a perfect learning experience and | was getting experience playing many of the major works in the
orchestral repertoire. | also continued to take lessons from members of the Cleveland Orchestra and
took several other auditions that year

After taking 10 auditions, | won a job as Principal Flute with the Charleston Symphony Orchestra in
South Carolina. This was my first full-time orchestral job. | stayed there for 5 years, teaching,
playing chamber music and even soloing with the orchestra on occasion. | had time to take an
occasional audition and in 1994 | won 2nd Flute in the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. The
Pittsburgh Symphony is one of the top US orchestras and | have been a proud member of the flute
section for over 20 years. | have also enjoyed teaching at Carnegie Mellon and Duquesne
Universities, helping students to prepare for careers in music performance, music education and
even music therapy.
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An earlier outing with her son at Muir Woods Jennifer and her son visiting Marin this Summer

While most of my life has been incredibly focused on my flute career, | have taken time out to have a
“real” life. | got married in 1991 and had my son, Jordon Conner, in 1998. | have enjoyed running in
a couple of half-marathons recently, as well as cooking, hanging out with my two dogs and making
new friends outside my musical circle.

My life is rich in many ways and | am grateful to the foundation and support | received in Marin as a
young musician. I'm especially thankful for the scholarship and recognition | received from Marin
Music Chest. It was one of my first and most memorable audition/performance experiences and it
gave me the self confidence | needed as a teenager. In addition, it set the stage for my incredible
musical journey. | wouldn’t trade that for the world. My advice to young musicians considering a
career in music is this.....if music is your passion and you cannot see yourself pursuing anything
else, GO FOR IT! But be ready to give it everything you’ve got. My favorite quote is posted in my
flute studio for my students to read. It is written by Emile Zola, a French Novelist. He says, “The
artist is nothing without the gift, but the gift is nothing without the work.” While | had some talent, a
lot of guidance and some luck, | have to say the hard work paid off!!

TWO very Important Reminders
Our sensational “Concert Recital,” May 3rd, 2:30 PM, San Domenico, San Anselmo
Betty Poetz Ferguson Hall, 1800 Butterfield Rd. No admission charge.

Five of our best featured at our program co-sponsored with the Mill Valley Chamber
Music Society “Young Artists Concert” Sunday, May 17, 5:00 PM, Mount Tamalpais
United Methodist Church, Camino Alto & Sycamore Streets, Mill Valley.
Donation at the door.



